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Preparatory Module in Mathematics 

 
Module number and 
title 

E600 Mathematics 

Form and usability of 
the module 

Optional preparatory module for M.Sc. Economics 

Responsible teacher 
of the module 

Martin Reinhard 

Cycle of offer Each fall semester 

Course language English 

Prerequisites 
 

Basic knowledge in logic and set theory (please read Chapter 0 of the script). 
We will go rather superficially over these topics in the first lecture and you 
will get the most out of it if you are well prepared. 

Goals and contents of 
the module 
 
 

This course is a preparatory math course. I will thus try to make sure that 
you do not start the program without mastering what can be considered as 
the most basic mathematical concepts for a graduate student in economics. 
The plan therefore is as follows: 

• Motivation and fundamental concepts (sets, functions) 
• Introduction to vector spaces 

• Introduction to matrix algebra 

• Multivariate calculus and integral calculus 

• Optimization 
Order of content may be subject to change, the final outline will be 
announced in the first session. 
While the lecture sessions will be concept- rather than proof-oriented, by 
the end of the course, at the very least you should be comfortable with 
mathematical notation and logic, and should know that you need not be 
scared of formal proofs. At the same time, while the exercises will not be of 
the “cookbook” form, they should serve as a good warm-up for what will 
follow in the first term master courses. 

Expected 
competences 
acquired after 
completion of the 
module 

By the end of the course the students should have a solid understanding 
of the most basic mathematical concepts for a graduate student in 
economics. Participants develop an intuition for basic mathematical 
constructs (for example derivatives, integrals and matrices), get familiar with 
mathematical notation and logic (such as distinguishing between axioms and 
theorems, following formal proofs), and learn when and how to apply the 
main theorems covered in this course (in particular Lagrange theorem). 

Further information 
 

This is an intensive course and will take place in the week prior to the 
beginning of the semester. The course will consist of lectures and exercise 
sessions.  Despite these official hours, we shall be flexible to divide our time 
between lectures, exercise and breaks each day so as to best suit our needs. 
As in most courses, you will need to put some extra time into preparing the 
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exercises for the next session on your own. Problem sets will be handed out 
during the lecture and most of them will be discussed during the next days. I 
expect every participant to actively contribute to the discussions. 
If you feel you need some additional readings, you may want to have a look 
at Carl P. Simon / Lawrence Blume (1994): Mathematics for Economists, 1st 
Edition. W.W. Norton & Company, but there are many other good books 
around and I recommend you have a look at many of them before you buy 
any to find one which best suits your personal needs. 

Expected number of 
students in class 

- 

Contact information Name: Martin Reinhard (lecturer); Email: mareinha@mail.uni-mannheim.de 
Name: Sebastian Herdtweck (administration); Email: econgrad@uni-
mannheim.de 

 

Core Modules 

 
Module number and 
title 

E601 Advanced Microeconomics 

Form and usability of 
the module 

Core course for M.Sc. Economics 

Responsible teacher 
of the module 

Prof. Ernst-Ludwig von Thadden / Lily Ling Yang, Ph.D. 

Cycle of offer Each fall semester 

ECTS credits 10 

Teaching method 
(hours per week) 

Lecture (4) + exercise (2) 

Workload 300 hours in total; 63 hours class time and 237 hours for independent 
studies and exam preparation 

Course language English 

Prerequisites Students are expected to have solid mathematical skills at the level 
reviewed in preparatory module E600 Mathematics. Students without these 
skills are expected to prepare prior to the start of the program and to attend 
E600 Mathematics. 

Grading  Final exam (120 min) 

Goals and contents of 
the module 

The course is a foundational course for the whole master’s program, as all 
theories and applications of modern economics are based on 
microeconomic foundations. The course has two objectives. First, it provides 
a self-contained advanced introduction to the core concepts, notions, and 
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tools of much of microeconomics, such as rational individual decision 
making, general equilibrium, and strategic interactions. Second, it acquaints 
the students with the formal reasoning and economic intuition behind 
modern economic analysis. 
The course covers the following broad areas: 

• Consumer and producer theory 

• General equilibrium and welfare 

• Games of complete information 

• Games of incomplete information 

Expected 
competences 
acquired after 
completion of the 
module 

Upon successful completion of the course, students will know and be able to 
apply the basic concepts of microeconomic theory. In particular, they will be 
able to use the formal mathematical tools necessary for understanding 
economic research and for analyzing problems in economics and other social 
sciences. With these conceptual and formal competences, students will be 
able to critically evaluate economic arguments and conduct and 
communicate their own research in microeconomics and related areas. 

Further information A list of textbooks will be announced at the start of the course. The 
following two books cover all topics discussed in the course and much more:  

• Mas-Colell, Andreu, Michael Whinston, Jerry Green: Microeconomic 
Theory, Oxford University Press, 1995. 

• Varian, Hal: Microeconomic Analysis, Norton, New York and London, 
1992. 

The mathematics needed for this and other courses in the program is 
covered, e.g., by: 

• Simon, Carl and Lawrence Blume: Mathematics for Economists, Norton, 
New York and London, 1994. 

• Hammond, Peter and Knut Sydsaeter: Essential Mathematics for 
Economic Analysis, Pearson Education, London, 2002. 

Expected number of 
students in class 

65 

Contact information Name: Ernst-Ludwig von Thadden; Phone: (0621) 181-1914; Email: 
vthadden@uni-mannheim.de; Office: 3.19, VWL-Building; Office hours: upon 
appointment. 
Name: Lily Ling Yang; Phone: (0621) 181-3059; Email: lily.yang@uni-
mannheim.de; Office: 3.42, VWL-Building; Office hours: upon appointment. 
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Module number and 
title 

E602 Advanced Macroeconomics 

Form and usability of 
the module 

Core course for M.Sc. Economics 

Responsible teacher 
of the module 

Prof. Krzysztof Pytka, Ph.D 

Cycle of offer Each fall semester 

ECTS credits 10 

Teaching method 
(hours per week) 

Lecture (4) + exercise (2) 

Workload 300 hours in total; 63 hours class time and 237 hours for independent 
studies and exam preparation 

Course language English 

Prerequisites Good working knowledge of calculus (constrained optimization, multivariate 
Taylor expansion, geometric series) 

Grading  Final exam (120 min, 100%) 

Goals and contents of 
the module 

The course familiarizes students with the essential concepts of modern 
macroeconomic theory at an advanced level. Apart from traditional analysis 
of business-cycle fluctuations, a particular focus will be placed on learning 
how to use formal micro-founded models to study and understand cross-
sectional heterogeneity of households, one of key components for the most 
state-of-the-art macroeconomic models nowadays. During the course 
students will also learn the necessary techniques to solve dynamic 
programming models using MATLAB. 
 
Course roadmap:  
1. Introduction to the methodology. Scientific method in Macroeconomics. 

Ockham’s razor. Lucas critique. 
2. Building block of models. Preferences, production. Optimization 

problems of agents. 
3. Permanent-income hypothesis. Lifecycle consumption. Permanent vs. 

transitory shocks. Public pensions in life-cycle economies. Consumption 
search and life-cycle prices. Consumption retirement puzzle. 

4. Fiscal stimulus programs. Wealthy hand-to-mouth households. 
5. Public debt in overlapping-generations economies. 
6. (If time permits) Solow growth model vs. Piketty growth model. 
7. Introduction to dynamic programming. 
8. Optimal stochastic growth model. 
9. McCall labor search. 
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Module number and 
title 

E603 Advanced Econometrics 

Form and usability of 
the module 

Core course for M.Sc. Economics 

Responsible teacher 
of the module 

Prof. Markus Frölich 

Cycle of offer Each fall semester 

ECTS credits 10 

Teaching method 
(hours per week) 

Lecture (4) + exercise (2) 

Workload 300 hours in total; 63 hours class time and 237 hours for independent 
studies and exam preparation 

Course language English 

Prerequisites Undergraduate level of econometrics 

Grading  Final exam (120 min, 100%) 

Goals and contents of 
the module 

The goal of the module is to offer advanced treatment of econometric 
theory and to serve as the gate way to further advanced theoretical and 
applied econometric modules offered in the economics graduate program at 
the Department of Economics in Mannheim. 

Expected 
competences 
acquired after 
completion of the 
module 

Completion of this course is a core requirement for our master’s program in 
Economics. It prepares students to successfully participate in advanced field 
courses offered in this program. Together with the companion courses in 
microeconomics and econometrics, this course will enable students to 
develop their own research agenda for the Master program as well as a PhD 
program that they may want to pursue subsequent to this Master program. 
Having completed these courses, students will feel comfortable reading 
journal articles at the frontier of modern economic research. 
A particular focus will be placed on obtaining technical skills, i.e. log-
linearization techniques, solving linear rational expectations models, etc. 

Further information The mandatory textbook chapters and articles will be announced in the 
lecture.  

Expected number of 
students in class 

65 

Contact information Name: Prof. Krzysztof Pytka, PhD; Phone: (0621) 181-1817; Email: 
pytka@uni-mannheim.de; Office: L7 3-5, room 2.09; Office hours: by 
appointment.  
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The module offers a revision of undergraduate level econometrics before 
moving on to extensive coverage of large-sample theory and some 
organizing estimation principles such as GMM estimators. Asymptotic 
properties of these estimators are also the focus of the module as well as 
non-linear models and the treatment of serial correlation. 

Expected 
competences 
acquired after 
completion of the 
module 

On successful completion of the module, students are expected to attain the 
following competences:  

• Attain advanced theoretical knowledge in econometrics in the specific 
topics the module covers at a high technical and mathematical level. 

• Be familiar with current theories and recent developments in the 
specific topics of focus for the module. 

• Attain a higher/advanced level of analytical capability. 

• Be in a position to take on follow-up advanced theoretical and applied 
econometrics modules. 

• Attain the level of competence that permits independent undertakings 
in search of new knowledge in the specialist areas the module covers. 

• Attain the level of competence required to carry out (theoretical) 
research-oriented projects independently. 

• To be in a position to exchange information, ideas, and solutions with 
experts of the field on a scientific level as well as with laymen. 

• To be able to communicate and to work effectively and efficiently with 
people and in groups. 

• Graduates are able to communicate precisely in the English specialist 
language. 

Further information Recommended textbooks:  

• Wooldridge (2010): Econometric Analysis of Cross Section and Panel 
Data. MIT Press. 

• Econometrics; Bruce E. Hansen; University of Wisconsin; 
https://www.ssc.wisc.edu/~bhansen/econometrics/ 

Expected number of 
students in class 

65 

Contact information Name: Prof. Dr. Markus Frölich; Email: froelich@uni-mannheim.de; Office: 
L7, 3-5, 1st floor, room 114 
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Compulsory Modules for the Competition and Regulation Economics 

Track 

 
Module number and 
title 

E5060 Interdisciplinary Competition and Regulation Seminar 

Form and usability of 
the module 

Compulsory course for M. Sc. Economics with specialization Competition 
and Regulation Economics, Compulsory course for Master in Competition 
and Regulation Law (LL.M.) 

Responsible teacher 
of the module 

Prof. Dr. Volker Nocke 

Cycle of offer Each fall semester 

ECTS credits 5 

Teaching method 
(hours per week) 

Seminar (2) 

Workload 150 hours in total; 21 hours class time and 129 hours for independent 
studies and exam preparation 

Course language English 

Prerequisites E505 for Economics students 

Grading  Written report (50%), presentation (30%), and classroom discussion (20%) 

Goals and contents of 
the module 

In this seminar, economics and law students will form mixed teams to 
analyze competition cases as well as regulatory proposals from a law and 
economics perspective. These case teams will take the perspective of the 
different parties involved and present their line of argument in class. 

Expected 
competences 
acquired after 
completion of the 
module 

Students learn to read, present, and critically evaluate cases. Students in 
economics will also improve their communication skills regarding the 
practice of competition law. 

Further information - 

Expected number of 
students in class 

15 

Contact information Name: Prof. Dr. Martin Peitz; Email: martin.peitz@gmail.com; Office: L7, 3-5, 
3rd floor, room 330 
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Elective Modules: Lectures 
Module number and 
title 

E504 International Trade and Tax Policy Analysis 

Form and usability of 
the module 

Elective course for M.Sc. Economics 

Responsible teacher 
of the module 

Prof. Dr. Eckhard Janeba 

Cycle of offer Irregular 

ECTS credits 7.5 

Teaching method 
(hours per week) 

Lecture (3) 

Workload 225 hours in total; 31.5 hours class time and 193.5 hours for independent 
studies and exam preparation 

Course language English 

Prerequisites For Economics students: E601-603 (or equivalent); for MMM and Business 
Mathematics students: Business Economics I and II or equivalent 

Grading  Final exam (120 min, 40%), short research proposal and presentation (40%), 
problem sets (group work, 20%) 

Goals and contents of 
the module 

This class deals with the role of trade cost and taxes for economic activity in 
open economies. The class is broad in terms of topics covered and 
comprises theoretical and empirical approaches and pays attention to 
institutional details and their development. At the same time, coverage of 
topics is selective in order to focus on interesting and relevant policy issues. 
A list of topics includes but is not limited to the following: Globalization and 
Inequality: Historical and Current Perspectives, Attitudes toward 
Globalization and Brexit decision, Gravity Equation with an application to 
trade in cultural goods, Regional Trade Agreements and TTIP, Taxation and 
labor mobility, International Tax Evasion and Tax Planning, Bilateral 
Investment Treaties and Investor State Dispute Settlement. 

Expected 
competences 
acquired after 
completion of the 
module 

Understanding of current theoretical and empirical literature on trade and 
tax policy; ability to critically assess policy debates on globalization; 
familiarity with standard theoretical trade models and important data sets; 
support thinking about master thesis topic. 

Further information See syllabus 

Expected number of 
students in class 

15 

Contact information Name: Prof. Dr. Eckhard Janeba; Phone: (0621) 181-1795; Email: 
janeba@uni-mannheim.de; Office: L 7, 3-5, room 229 
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Module number and 
title 

E508 Multiple Time Series Analysis 

Form and usability of 
the module 

Elective course for M.Sc. Economics 

Responsible teacher 
of the module 

Prof. Dr. Carsten Trenkler 

Cycle of offer Each fall semester 

ECTS credits 9.5 

Teaching method 
(hours per week) 

Lecture (3) + exercise (1) 

Workload 285 hours in total; 42 hours class time and 243 hours for independent 
studies and exam preparation 

Course language English 

Prerequisites E601-603 (or equivalent); Master in Business Economics: none 

Grading  Final exam (90 min, 75%) and assignments (25%) 

Goals and contents of 
the module 

The lecture gives an introduction to multiple time series techniques and will 
cover vector autoregressive (VAR) processes, VAR estimation, VAR order 
selection and model checking. If time permits, we will also cover VARMA, 
Structural VAR models and so-called VEC models. The use of VAR models in 
forecasting and impulse response analysis will be explained and illustrated 
using empirical examples and by discussing a selected set of research 
papers. The methods will be applied in computer tutorials using Matlab. This 
course is complementary to E0538 Empirical Macroeconomics. While the 
latter course looks at multiple time series models from an applied macro 
perspective, we take an econometric approach and deal with the VAR model 
framework in more detail. 

Expected 
competences 
acquired after 
completion of the 
module 

The ability to understand and the use the fundamental tools of multiple time 
series for applied and methodological analyses. Successful course 
participants are able to understand, evaluate, and synthesize the relevant 
specialized literature and to conduct own empirical analyses in order to 
address economic and policy relevant research questions. They are able to 
communicate their research results to experts and nonexperts. 

Further information Recommeded literature: Lütkepohl, H. (2005), New Introduction to Multiple 
Time Series Analysis, Springer, Berlin, Chapters 1-4, 6-9, and 11-13, 
Appendices A-D; Kilian and Lütkepohl (2017), Structural Vector 
Autoregressive Analysis, CUP, Cambridge, Chapters 1-3. 

Expected number of 
students in class 

15 

Contact information Name: Prof. Dr. Carsten Trenkler; Email: trenkler@uni-mannheim.de; Office: 
L7, 3-5, Room 105 
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Module number and 
title 

E571 Monetary Theory and Policy 

Form and usability of 
the module 

Elective course for M.Sc. Economics 

Responsible teacher 
of the module 

Mewael F. Tesfaselassie, Ph.D. 

Cycle of offer Irregular 

ECTS credits 5 

Teaching method 
(hours per week) 

Lecture (2) 

Workload 150 hours in total; 21 hours class time and 129 hours for independent 
studies and exam preparation 

Course language English 

Prerequisites E601-603 (or equivalent) 

Grading  Final exam (120 min, 70%) and assignments (30%) 

Goals and contents of 
the module 

The course introduces students to main topics in monetary theory and 
policy. The course presents alternative theories of why money and monetary 
policy matter for the real economy, and describes the design and 
implementation of monetary policy in relation to advanced economies.  

Expected 
competences 
acquired after 
completion of the 
module 

Students will be able to grasp the conceptual issues behind practical 
challenges in monetary policy facing modern central banks, to use models as 
well as intuition to understand and seek solutions to those challenges. 

Further information Reading: selected chapters of Carl. E. Walsh: Monetary Theory and Policy. 
Fourth Edition, The MIT Press.  

Expected number of 
students in class 

15 

Contact information Name: Mewael F. Tesfaselassie, Ph.D.; Email: mewael.tesfaselassie@uni-
mannheim.de  
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Module number and 
title 

E5008 Economic and Financial Market Policy 

Form and usability of 
the module 

Elective course for M.Sc. Economics 

Responsible teacher 
of the module 

Prof. Dr. Hans Peter Grüner 

Cycle of offer Once 

ECTS credits 5 

Teaching method 
(hours per week) 

Lecture (2) 

Workload 150 hours in total; 21 hours class time and 129 hours for independent 
studies and exam preparation 

Course language English 

Prerequisites E601-603 (or equivalent) 

Grading  First draft of slides for case presentation (10%), case presentation (30%), 
and final exam (60 min, 60%) 

Goals and contents of 
the module 

This course offers an introduction to several important economic policy 
questions that are related to financial markets. I present basic analytical 
instruments and provide an overview of some fundamental results from 
general equilibrium theory. Based on this, we study why financial markets 
are needed in practice. We analyze in detail the role of financial 
intermediaries and study cases in which financial markets fail to work 
properly and we discuss appropriate policy responses. The last sessions are 
devoted to the analysis of fiscal and monetary policy measures that may 
affect financial markets and to the design of a new financial and economic 
order in Europe. 
  
Course Structure:  
1. Analytical instruments/ basic results 
2. The role of financial intermediaries 
3. Financial market imperfections 
4. Fiscal sustainability 
5. Monetary policy institutions 
6. Towards a consistent European economic policy framework 

Expected 
competences 
acquired after 
completion of the 
module 

Understand role of financial markets, regulatory institutions and policy 
interventions. Perform individual literature research on policy related issues 
and present major insights. 

Further information It is planned that the course takes place in a classroom in October and 
November. The planned maximum number of students is 16. All students 
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must apply for participation until September 17, 2020 via lswipol@vwl.uni-
mannheim.de. The application must include the name and the field of study. 
Priority is given to students in the MSc Economics program. Other students 
are permitted only if space permits. The selection of participants is done by 
lottery (if needed). Students will be notified about the admission by 
September 21. 

Expected number of 
students in class 

15 

Contact information Name: Prof. Dr. Hans Peter Grüner; Phone: (0621) 181-1886; Email: 
gruener@uni-mannheim.de; Office: L7, 3-5, room 2-06 

 

 
Module number and 
title 

E5024 Poverty and Inequality 

Form and usability of 
the module 

Elective course for M.Sc. Economics 

Responsible teacher 
of the module 

Esther Heesemann, Marc Gillaizeau 

Cycle of offer Each fall semester 

ECTS credits 7 

Teaching method 
(hours per week) 

Lecture (2) + tutorials (1). Note that due to the shortened duration of the 
semester, we will have one lecture and one tutorial session every week. The 
lectures will take place online, the tutorials will be offline. 

Workload 210 hours in total; 31.5 hours class time and 178.5 hours for independent 
studies and exam preparation 

Course language English 

Prerequisites E601- 603 (or equivalent). A background in development economics and 
Stata is helpful. 

Grading  Presentation (20 min, 20%), Stata assignments (home assignment in week 3 
and 7, 25% each), and final essay exam (45 min, 30%) 

Goals and contents of 
the module 

The course will introduce students to the main concepts of poverty and 
inequality measurements and the critical links between poverty and 
inequality and economic growth. Students will get an overview on theories 
of justice, methodological aspects of poverty & inequality measurement, , 
gender inequalities, economic mobility, inequality and poverty in rich 
countries as well as development policy targeting poverty. The course will 
focus on low- and middle-income countries. It is structured as follows: 

• Introduction 

• Long Run Determinants of Growth 
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• Concepts and Measurements of Poverty I 

• Concepts and Measurements of Poverty II 

• Poverty Alleviation I: (Micro-)finance 

• Poverty Alleviation II: Cash transfers 

• Concepts and Measurements of Inequality 

• Does Inequality Cause Growth? 

• Pro-Poor Growth 

• Inequality and Gender 

• Poverty and Inequality in High-Income Countries 

• Economic Mobility 

• Recap 

Expected 
competences 
acquired after 
completion of the 
module 

The students become acquainted with the topics in poverty and inequality 
and learn to critically review and discuss empirical studies in the field. 

Further information - 

Expected number of 
students in class 

20 

Contact information Name: Esther Heesemann; Email: heesemann@uni-mannheim.de; Office: 
L7, 3-5, 103; Office hours: on request via email 
Name: Marc Gillaizeau; Email: gillaizeau@uni-mannheim.de; Office: L7, 3-5, 
103; Office hours: on request via email 

 

 
Module number and 
title 

E5026 Programming in Stata 

Form and usability of 
the module 

Elective course for M.Sc. Economics 

Responsible teacher 
of the module 

Dr. Ingo Steinke; Dr. Atika Pasha 

Cycle of offer Each fall semester 

ECTS credits 9.5 

Teaching method 
(hours per week) 

Lecture (3) + exercise (1) 

Workload 285 hours in total; 42 hours class time and 243 hours for independent 
studies and exam preparation 

Course language English 

Prerequisites E601-603 (or equivalent) 



 

 16 

Grading  Final exam (90 min, 100%) 

Goals and contents of 
the module 

Although Stata already offers a large number of econometric tools, novel 
approaches are often not available and have to be implemented by users. 
This course offers an introduction to advanced programming in Stata. Since 
comparatively few people know how to do so, Stata programming skills can 
be a competitive advantage. The lecture will start with an introduction to 
efficiently written do-files (including data processing). We will look at and 
discuss different data types. In hands-on sessions students will be taught 
how to prepare the data for analysis. Variables will be generated and their 
distributions explored; data will be merged; and regression results will be 
critically discussed. Moreover, in this course students will learn how to 
implement new commands for Stata and to conduct Monte Carlo 
simulations. These are important for verification of implementations and are 
used as a very important tool to analyse the small sample properties of 
estimators and to complement the theoretical properties of estimators 
making them an integral part of econometric analyses. We will also touch 
upon Stata's matrix programming language Mata, non-linear optimization, 
e.g. ML estimation and bootstrap methods. 

Expected 
competences 
acquired after 
completion of the 
module 

Students will be able to program quantitative methods using Stata 
independently. They are able to use Stata and Mata as programming 
languages and understand the standard syntax and the grammar of the 
languages. They will also be able to understand commands in Stata and edit 
these accordingly. Knowledge won from this module can be applied to 
various records. Students are capable of automatizing analysis and working 
efficiently. In addition to that, they will be able to conduct Monte Carlo 
simulations and interpret and use the results to estimate the quality of the 
estimation procedure. They can generate samples from a variety of 
distributions. Through Monte Carlo simulations, students will have a better 
comprehension of the uncertainty and quality of the estimation and test 
procedures. 

Further information Recommended literature: Cameron/ Trivedi (2009). Microeconometrics 
using Stata. Stata Press. 

Expected number of 
students in class 

21 

Contact information Name: Dr. Ingo Steinke; Phone: (0621) 181-1940; Email: 
isteinke@rumms.uni-mannheim.de  
Name: Dr. Atika Pasha; Phone: (0621) 181-1843; Email: pasha@uni-
mannheim.de  
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Module number and 
title 

E5040 Impact Evaluation 

Form and usability of 
the module 

Elective course for M.Sc. Economics 

Responsible teacher 
of the module 

Prof. Dr. Markus Frölich 

Cycle of offer Each fall semester 

ECTS credits 5 

Teaching method 
(hours per week) 

Lecture (2)  

Workload 150 hours in total; 21 hours class time and 129 hours for independent 
studies and exam preparation 

Course language English 

Prerequisites E601-603 (or equivalent) 

Grading  Final exam (120 min, 100%) 

Goals and contents of 
the module 

Topics will include counterfactual outcomes, heterogeneous treatment 
effects, (propensity) score matching, differences in differences, instrumental 
variables designs, randomized control trials, regression discontinuity design. 

Expected 
competences 
acquired after 
completion of the 
module 

Students become acquainted with modern methods in impact evaluation. 

Further information Impact Evaluation (Frölich, Sperlich, 2019, Cambridge University Press) 

Expected number of 
students in class 

20 

Contact information Name: Anja Dostert; Phone: (0621) 181-1920; Email: dostert@uni-
mannheim.de; Office: L7, 3-5, room 1.21/1.22 

 

 

Module number and 
title 

E5064 Empirical Methods in Competition Policy 

Form and usability of 
the module 

Elective course for M.Sc. Economics 

Responsible teacher 
of the module 

Dr. Helena Perrone 
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Cycle of offer Each fall semester 

ECTS credits 5 

Teaching method 
(hours per week) 

Lecture (2) 

Workload 150 hours in total; 21 hours class time and 129 hours for independent 
studies and exam preparation. 

Course language English 

Prerequisites E601-603 (or equivalent) 

Grading  Final exam (120 min, 70%) and assignments (30%) 

Goals and contents of 
the module 

The objective of the course is to introduce students the empirical analysis of 
market power and applications to competition policy. The first part of the 
course will cover the main methods to measure market power, such as the 
identification of conduct and estimation of demand systems with 
differentiated products. The second part will provide competition policy 
applications, including empirical approaches to market definition, methods 
to evaluate the impact of mergers, methods to identify cartels and estimate 
cartel damages, and analysis of anticompetitive effects of vertical 
restrictions. The material is illustrated with several European or U.S. cases. 
In contrast with the Empirical Industrial Organization course, this course is 
more focused on the practice of competition policy rather than research. 

Expected 
competences 
acquired after 
completion of the 
module 

The students will get familiarized with the main techniques used to measure 
market power and identify cartels, as well as to evaluate non-competitive 
behavior of oligopolistic firms. They will be able to apply these techniques in 
different competition cases and also evaluate and identify weakness and 
strength in competition studies. Furthermore, students will develop the skill 
to adapt and extend the empirical techniques presented to specific cases in 
which there is limited time and data availability. 

Further information The reading list for this class is composed of a number of recent academic 
articles and competition cases. 

Expected number of 
students in class 

12 (max. 15) 

Contact information Name: Prof. Dr. Helena Perrone; Email: helena.perrone@uni-mannheim.de 
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Module number and 
title 

E5065 Health Economics 

Form and usability of 
the module 

Elective course for M.Sc. Economics 

Responsible teacher 
of the module 

Cristina Bellés-Obrero, Ph.D.  

Cycle of offer Each fall semester 

ECTS credits 7 

Teaching method 
(hours per week) 

Lecture (2) + exercise (1) 

Workload 210 hours in total; 31.5 hours class time and 178.5 hours for independent 
studies and exam preparation 

Course language English 

Prerequisites E601-603 (or equivalent) 

Grading  Referee report: written report (15%) and presentation (15%) 
Research proposal: written paper (35%) and presentation (25%) 
Discussion of research proposal of other student (10%) 

Goals and contents of 
the module 

This course is intended to provide an overview of the frontier research on 
the evaluation of public programs that deal with issues related to 
determinants of health and health care delivery. We will start the course 
analyzing some of the theoretical models of health and healthcare. We will 
then revise and evaluate some of the main empirical findings in the 
literature, focusing on the identification and causal inferences used in the 
different studies. The specific topics covered include: the human capital 
model, human capital formation, unhealthy behaviors, global health, and 
health care delivery. 

Expected 
competences 
acquired after 
completion of the 
module 

Students will have a comprehensive knowledge of the most relevant issues 
and methods used in health economics. Moreover, students will be able to 
apply different microeconomic models for the analysis of health and health 
care issues. Students will be able to identify and critically evaluate different 
health policies or interventions. 

Further information - 

Expected number of 
students in class 

20 

Contact information Name: Cristina Bellés-Obrero; Phone: (0621) 181-1840; Email: 
cbelleso@mail.uni-mannheim.de; Office: L7, 3-5, Room 326 
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Module number and 
title 

E5067 Behavioral Economics 

Form and usability of 
the module 

Elective course for M.Sc. Economics 

Responsible teacher 
of the module 

Prof. Dr. Adrian Hillenbrand 

Cycle of offer Irregular 

ECTS credits 9 

Teaching method 
(hours per week) 

Lecture (2) and exercise (2) 

Workload 270 hours in total; 42 hours class time and 228 hours for independent 
studies and exam preparation  

Course language English 

Prerequisites E601-603 (or equivalent) 

Grading  Final exam (90 min, 100%) 

Goals and contents of 
the module 

In this course, advanced topics in Behavioral Economics are discussed. These 
contain, among others, models of reference dependence, social preferences 
(inequity aversion, reciprocity, normative behavior, social image / self-image 
concerns), misconceptions of the world (overconfidence, self-serving 
beliefs), models of salience and focusing. Finally, the use of process data and 
Neuroeconomics topics are touched upon. 

Expected 
competences 
acquired after 
completion of the 
module 

By the end of the course students should have an overview over the field of 
Behavioral Economics, be able to apply behavioral models to social and 
economic interactions, and understand the challenges and limitations of 
theoretical modelling of human behavior. 

Further information - 

Expected number of 
students in class 

20 

Contact information Name: Prof. Dr. Adrian Hillenbrand., Email: ahillenb@mail.uni-mannheim.de 
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Module number and 
title 

E5070 Economics of Social Insurance and Labor Market Policies 

Form and usability of 
the module 

Elective course for M.Sc. Economics 

Responsible teacher 
of the module 

Prof. Han Ye, Ph.D. 

Cycle of offer Each fall semester 

ECTS credits 7.5 

Teaching method 
(hours per week) 

Lecture (3) 

Workload 225 hours in total; 31.5 hours class time and 193.5 hours for independent 
studies and exam preparation 

Course language English 

Prerequisites E601-603 (or equivalent), especially econometrics at the master level. 
Experience with statistical software such as Stata will be helpful. 

Grading  Final exam (90 mins, 80%) and assignments (20%) 

Goals and contents of 
the module 

This course focuses on the role of public policy and government regulation 
in the labor market using the tools of applied economics. The overarching 
theme of the course will be to consider how public policies influence labor 
market outcomes such as employment, wages, and the distribution of 
income. It covers topics the impact of public policies such as social welfare 
programs, taxation, income transfer programs, minimum wage laws; and 
the impacts of mandated employer benefits such as health insurance, 
unemployment insurance and public pension insurance. The class will teach 
some basic econometrics and most problem sets involve analyzing data in 
the software package Stata. 

Expected 
competences 
acquired after 
completion of the 
module 

The goal of the course is to provide a thorough understanding of central 
concepts in social insurance and public policies, learn mathematical models 
to clarify economic interactions and problems and to provide an 
introduction into empirical research in public policy. 

Further information - 

Expected number of 
students in class 

15 

Contact Information Name: Prof. Han Ye; Email: han.ye@uni-mannheim.de; Office: L7, 3-5, Room 
2.23 
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Module number and 
title 

E5086 Chinese Economy 

Form and usability of 
the module 

Elective course for M.Sc. Economics 

Responsible teacher 
of the module 

Lei Li, Ph.D. 

Cycle of offer Each fall semester 

ECTS credits 5 

Teaching method 
(hours per week) 

Lecture (2) 

Workload 150 hours in total; 21 hours class time and 129 hours for independent 
studies and exam preparation 

Course language English 

Prerequisites Econometrics, Microeconomics, Macroeconomics, Programming in Stata  

Grading  Assignments (90%) and classroom discussion (10%) 

Goals and contents of 
the module 

This course is designed for graduate students interested in labor economics, 
development economics, international trade, applied econometrics, and the 
Chinese economy. 
Our first goal is to provide an introduction to a set of important topics 
related to the economic development of China so that students have a good 
understanding of the Chinese economy and China’s impact on the rest of the 
world. A tentative list of topics includes the US-China trade war, China’s one-
child policy, unbalanced sex ratio, aging, income inequality, agricultural 
reforms, and firm reforms. 
The second goal is to present the empirical tools used to test related 
economic theories in the context of China and to discuss the empirical 
relevance of related theories. We will emphasize the conceptual issues and 
basic statistical techniques, such as instrumental variables strategy and 
differences-in-differences-type strategies. Students will also get familiar with 
several widely used Chinese datasets and learn how to conduct empirical 
analysis. 
Our third goal to introduce the frontier researches to students. We will draw 
on some recent academic papers from development economics, labor 
economics, international trade, macroeconomics, and economic growth, 
which will allow students to have a good understanding of cutting-edge 
researches and help students outline future research questions. 
 

Expected 
competences 
acquired after 

Students are expected to have a good understanding of topics on the US-
China trade war, China’s entering the WTO, China’s population control 
policy, aging, income inequality, firm reforms, agricultural reform, and 
several important economic reforms. Students are expected to have a good 
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completion of the 
module 

understanding of several widely used applied econometric tools, such as 
instrumental variable strategy and differences-in-differences-type 
strategies. Students will be able to summarize and compare various theories 
that explain China’s economic development. Students will also be able to 
use STATA to conduct empirical analysis. 
 

Further information - 

Expected number of 
students in class 

10 

Contact information Name: Prof. Lei Li, Ph.D.; Phone: (0621) 181 – 1911; Email: lei.li@uni-
mannheim.de; Office: L7, 3-5, Room 301 

 

 
Module number and 
title 

E5090 Internet Economics 

Form and usability of 
the module 

Elective course for M.Sc. Economics 

Responsible teacher 
of the module 

Anton Sobolev, Ph.D. 

Cycle of offer Irregular 

ECTS credits 7 

Teaching method 
(hours per week) 

Lecture (2) + exercise (1) 

Workload 210 hours in total; 31.5 hours class time and 178.5 hours for independent 
studies and exam preparation 

Course language English 

Prerequisites E601-603 (or equivalent), knowldege in Industrial Organization and Game 
Theory is advantageous 

Grading  Final exam (120 min, 100%) 

Goals and contents of 
the module 

The last two decades have seen the striking emergence of new Internet 
platforms for search, e-commerce, online media, job matching, social 
networking and other online activities. This course is aimed at exploring how 
online businesses are organized, what role search intermediaries play in 
getting together buyers and sellers, the optimal design of online platforms 
and related efficiency issues. The topics we are going to cover are based on 
real world examples, such as consumer search using search engines, 
competition between online platforms, sponsored search auctions used by 
Google and online reputation mechanisms on Amazon. The course will be 
mainly theory-orientated. The theoretical models we will cover thus require 
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a solid microeconomics and math background. However, we will also discuss 
related case studies, empirical works and experiments. 

Expected 
competences 
acquired after 
completion of the 
module 

Students are expected to acquire knowledge of the internet markets and 
learn how to explain online phenomena by using economics language. They 
should be able to discuss the key mechanisms on online platforms, platform 
pricing structure, online participant interactions, consumer surplus and 
related policy issues. 

Further information There is no required textbook for this course. The lecture will be mainly 
based on lecture notes and some research papers. However, the following 
books might be useful for both refreshing basic IO knowledge and selective 
reading of topics: 
• Paul Belleflamme and Martin Peitz, Industrial Organization: Markets and 

Strategies, 2010, Cambridge University Press. 
• Martin Peitz and Joel Waldfogel, The Oxford Handbook of The Digital 

Economy, 2012, Oxford University Press. 
• Hal Varian, Information Rules: A Strategic Guide to the Network 

Economy, 1998, Harvard Business Review Press. 
Notice that it is unnecessary to buy those books, as we will only cover a 
small fraction of each book. 

Expected number of 
students in class 

15 

Contact information Name: Anton Sobolev, Ph.D.; Email: anton.sobolev@uni-mannheim.de 

 

 
Module number and 
title 

E5100 Topics in Economic History 

Form and usability of 
the module 

Elective course for M.Sc. Economics 

Responsible teacher 
of the module 

Dr. Alexander Donges 

Cycle of offer Each fall semester 

ECTS credits 9 

Teaching method 
(hours per week) 

Lecture (2) + exercise (2) 

Workload 270 hours in total; 42 hours class time and 228 hours for independent 
studies and exam preparation 

Course language English 

Prerequisites E601-603 (or equivalent) 
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Grading  Final exam (100 min, 70%), presentation (20%), and classroom discussion 
(10%) 

Goals and contents of 
the module 

Economic history is important to understand long-run economic 
development, in particular to study the question why some countries are 
rich and others remain poor. In this course, we focus on selected topics of 
quantitative economic history that applied economists and economic 
historians explored in recent years. Topics include trade and the growth of 
cities, the importance of institutions for economic development, religion, 
human capital, innovation, market integration, financial development, 
inequality, and health and epidemics. The lecture (2 hours) gives you an 
overview on recent empirical research on each topic. In the exercise 
sessions, we then discuss important research papers in more depth. It is 
required that every course participant presents a critical discussion of a 
research paper in the exercise session. The presentation accounts for 20% of 
the final grade, and the participation in the related discussions accounts for 
10% of the final grade. 

Expected 
competences 
acquired after 
completion of the 
module 

Students will acquire thorough knowledge of empirical methods used in 
modern applied economics and of the main topics of research in economic 
history. They will be able to apply their knowledge of econometrics in 
analyzing research questions in economic history and to discuss potential 
policy implications, for example with respect to development policy. The 
course also aims at enabling students to critically evaluate research designs 
they may encounter in their future career. 

Further information See syllabus 

Expected number of 
students in class 

20 

Contact information Name: Dr. Alexander Donges; Phone: (0621) 181 – 3428; Email: 
donges@uni-mannheim.de; Office: L7, 3-5, Room S10     
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Elective Modules: Seminars 
Module number and 
title 

E574 Internet Economics 

Form and usability of 
the module 

Elective course for M.Sc. Economics 

Responsible teacher 
of the module 

Anton Sobolev, Ph.D. 

Cycle of offer Irregular 

ECTS credits 5 

Teaching method 
(hours per week) 

Block seminar (2) 

Workload 150 working hours for organizational meeting, block seminar, preparation of 
the seminar paper and presentation. 

Course language English 

Prerequisites E601-603 (or equivalent)  

Grading  Presentation (30%), seminar paper (60%), and classroom discussion (10%) 

Goals and contents of 
the module 

The rapid development of Internet provides not only new business models 
and life styles but also a novel area for economists to explore. In this 
seminar, students will present research papers on related topics including 
two-sided market, price dispersion, information congestion, search engine 
pricing, and so on. 

Expected 
competences 
acquired after 
completion of the 
module 

Students should acquire good understanding of business organization on 
Internet and be able to analyze them using economics models. 

Further information - 

Expected number of 
students in class 

15 

Contact information Name: Anton Sobolev, Ph.D.; Email: anton.sobolev@uni-mannheim.de 
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Module number and 
title 

E599 Empirical Environmental Economics 

Form and usability of 
the module 

Elective course for M.Sc. Economics 

Responsible teacher 
of the module 

Prof. Ulrich Wagner, Ph.D. / Dr. Andreas Gerster 

Cycle of offer Each fall semester 

ECTS credits 5 

Teaching method 
(hours per week) 

Block seminar (2) 

Workload 150 working hours for organizational meeting, block seminar, preparation of 
the seminar paper and presentation. 

Course language English 

Prerequisites E601-603 (or equivalent)  

Grading  Presentation (40%), report (40%), and classroom discussion (20%) 

Goals and contents of 
the module 

This seminar covers recent empirical research in environmental economics. 
The reading list for the class will focus on a particular research topic in 
environmental economics, such as climate policy or air pollution control. 
Each student will present a paper chosen from the list to the class and write 
a report critiquing the paper. Emphasis will be on identifying the central 
questions addressed in the paper, evaluating the methodology and data, 
and making suggestions for improvements and extensions. 

Expected 
competences 
acquired after 
completion of the 
module 

Ability to present academic research to semi-expert audience, ability to 
critically reflect on academic research, and to articulate criticism and 
suggestions for improvement. 

Further information - 

Expected number of 
students in class 

15 

Contact information Name: Prof. Ulrich Wagner, PhD; Phone: (0621) 181-1420; Email: 
ulrich.wagner@uni-mannheim.de; Office: L7, 3-5, room 211; Office hours: 
Thursdays, 2-3pm, Name: Dr. Andreas Gerster; Phone: (0621) 181-1957; 
Email: gerster@uni-mannheim.de; Office: L7, 3-5 Room 232; Office hours: 
upon appointment. 
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Module number and 
title 

E5020 Topics in Empirical Microeconomics 

Form and usability of 
the module 

Elective course for M.Sc. Economics 

Responsible teacher 
of the module 

Prof. Michelle Sovinsky, Ph.D. 

Cycle of offer Irregular 

ECTS credits 5 

Teaching method 
(hours per week) 

Block seminar (2) 

Workload 150 working hours for organizational meeting, block seminar, preparation of 
the seminar paper and presentation. 

Course language English 

Prerequisites E601-603 (or equivalent) 

Grading  Presentation (50%) and paper (50%) 

Goals and contents of 
the module 

This course is intended for master’s students interested in conducting 
research in empirical microeconomics. Students will be required to write a 
paper on a topic in the field and present it during the class. 

Expected 
competences 
acquired after 
completion of the 
module 

Students will be familiar with recent research in empirical IO and will be able 
to provide constructive criticism of work and gain skills in presenting. 

Further information Paper topics will be selected from current publications in empirical 
microeconomics. 

Expected number of 
students in class 

15 

Contact information Name: Prof. Michelle Sovinsky, Ph.D.; Email: msovinsky@econ.uni-
mannheim.de 
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Module number and 
title 

E5027 Topics in Experimental and Behavioral Economics 

Form and usability of 
the module 

Elective course for M.Sc. Economics 

Responsible teacher 
of the module 

Prof. Dr. Adrian Hillenbrand 

Cycle of offer Irregular 

ECTS credits 5 

Teaching method 
(hours per week) 

Block seminar (2) 

Workload 150 working hours for organizational meeting, block seminar, preparation of 
the seminar paper and presentation. 

Course language English 

Prerequisites E601-603 (or equivalent) 

Grading  Presentation (50%), written discussion of another paper (each 40%), and 
classroom discussion (10%) 

Goals and contents of 
the module 

People want to hold a positive self-view. One of the most prominent 
consequences of such motives is overconfidence, i.e. the systematic 
overestimation of one’s skills and abilities (a prominent example states that 
90% of drivers believe that they are above average drivers). While this can 
have negative consequences there are also cases in which overconfidence 
can be helpful in reaching a goal. After an introduction to the topic, students 
in this seminar will select and discuss a recent paper in the area of 
overconfidence and motivated beliefs. They will also write a short review 
about an additional paper. 

Expected 
competences 
acquired after 
completion of the 
module 

By the end of the course students should have an overview over the current 
behavioral and experimental literature in the field of overconfidence and 
motivated beliefs. They learn to understand the advantages and limits of 
experiments in understanding overconfidence.  

Further information - 

Expected number of 
students in class 

15 

Contact information Name: Prof. Dr. Adrian Hillenbrand., Email: ahillenb@mail.uni-mannheim.de 
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Module number and 
title 

E5036 Economics of Arts and Culture 

Form and usability of 
the module 

Elective course for M.Sc. Economics 

Responsible teacher 
of the module 

Dr. Andrej Svorenčík 
 

Cycle of offer Each fall semester 

ECTS credits 5 

Teaching method 
(hours per week) 

Block seminar (2) 

Workload 150 working hours for organizational meeting, block seminar, preparation of 
the seminar paper and presentation. 

Course language English 

Prerequisites E601-603 (or equivalent); for MMM and Business Mathematics students: 
good foundations in economic theory 

Grading  Presentation (40%), seminar paper (40%), classroom discussion (10%), and 
preparation (10%) 

Goals and contents of 
the module 

Economics of Arts & Culture or cultural economics is the application of 
economic analysis to the creative and performing arts, the heritage and 
cultural industries, in both the public and private sectors. It is concerned 
with the economic organization of the cultural sector and with the behavior 
of producers, consumers and governments in that sector. Topics from which 
students can choose their presentation include for instance: economics of 
art (demand and supply for art, art auctions), economics of luxury goods, 
economics of the perfoming arts, economics of cultural heritage, economics 
of creative industries (music industry, film industry, festivals, museums), 
economics of broadcasting, book publishing, and cultural policy. 

Expected 
competences 
acquired after 
completion of the 
module 

Students develop skills in analyzing cultural economics issues and 
understanding their effects on economic agents using models, case studies 
and empirical methods. 

Further information Towse, Ruth. 2010. A Textbook of Cultural Economics. Cambridge, UK; New 
York: Cambridge University Press. 
Ginsburgh, Victor A.  and Throsby, David (Eds. ) 2006 & 2014. Handbook of 
the Economics of Art and Culture. 2 volumes. Available online through the 
university library: 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/handbooks/15740676/1 and 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/handbooks/1574067 
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Expected number of 
students in class 

10 students maximum 

Contact information Name: Dr. Andrej Svorenčík; Email: svorencik@uni-mannheim.de 

 

 

Module number and 
title 

E5061 Firms in the Aggregate Economy 

Form and usability of 
the module 

Elective course for M.Sc. Economics 

Responsible teacher 
of the module 

Dr. Jan Schymik 

Cycle of offer Irregular 

ECTS credits 5 

Teaching method 
(hours per week) 

Block seminar (2) 

Workload 150 working hours for organizational meeting, block seminar, preparation of 
the seminar paper and presentation. 

Course language English 

Prerequisites E601-603 (or equivalent) 

Grading  Term paper (60%) and presentation (40%) 

Goals and contents of 
the module 

The seminar covers topics around the implications of firms on aggregate 
economic activity. In particular, the seminar focuses on firm-level 
determinants of globalization, growth, inequlity, and productivity. 

Expected 
competences 
acquired after 
completion of the 
module 

The students will acquire the ability to understand and critically evaluate 
academic articels in the field. They will improve their competencies in 
scientific writing and further their presentation skills by presenting an 
academic paper. 

Further information - 

Expected number of 
students in class 

15 

Contact information Name: Dr. Jan Schymik; Email: Jan.Schymik@lrz.uni-muenchen.de 
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Module number and 
title 

E5072 Topics in Business Cycles 

Form and usability of 
the module 

Elective course for M.Sc. Economics 

Responsible teacher 
of the module 

Prof. Dr. Matthias Meier 

Cycle of offer tba 

ECTS credits 5 

Teaching method 
(hours per week) 

Block seminar (2) 

Workload 150 hours working hours for organizational meeting, block seminar, 
preparation of the seminar paper and presentation. 

Course language English 

Prerequisites E601-603 (or equivalent)  

Grading  The evaluation will be based on students’ participation in discussions during 
the seminar (20%), a presentation of one academic paper from the reading 
list (40%) and a term paper (40%). 

Goals and contents of 
the module 

The overarching theme of this block seminar is business cycles. The precise 
topic, however, changes on an annual basis. Previous topics were 
Macroeconomics of Uncertainty Fluctuations, Inequality and Policy over the 
Business Cycle, and Conflict and Business Cycles. 
The 2020 topic of the seminar will be Covid-19 Recession. The ongoing 
Covid-19 pandemic has dramatic macroeconomic effects, with most major 
economies sharply contracting during early 2020. How deep were the Covid-
19 recessions? What are the contributing factors? Through which channels 
did a health crisis turn into an economic crisis? What is the role of policy in 
stabilizing the economy, in slowing the spread of the disease, and in 
facilitating a rapid recovery? 
This course reviews the recent and quickly emerging literature on the 
macroeconomic effects and implications of Covid-19. The reading list covers 
both empirical papers as well as structural macroeconomic models. Each 
student will present a paper chosen from the list to the class and write a 
report critiquing the paper. Emphasis will be on identifying the central 
questions addressed in the paper, evaluating the methodology and data, 
and making suggestions for improvements and extensions.  

Expected 
competences 
acquired after 
completion of the 
module 

Students learn to read and understand current research in the area. In 
contrast to pure lecture-type classes students are highly active in developing 
the material. Students need to draw on material from previous courses in 
micro, macro and econometrics to sort the wealth of information and 
research. The writing of a term paper allows students to improve their 
economic writing skills, and to express complex economic phenomena in 
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their own words. Students present their work in front of the entire course 
audience. This trains their presentation skills. In addition students need to 
critically review the material and suggest own ideas for future research. As a 
result of discussion by all seminar participants students learn to interact 
with each other and evaluate other students’ work.  

Further information - 

Expected number of 
students in class 

10 

Contact information Name: Prof. Dr. Matthias Meier; Email: m.meier@uni-mannheim.de 

 

 

Module number and 
title 

E5089 Positional Externality: Utility from a Relative Position 

Form and usability of 
the module 

Elective course for M.Sc. Economics 

Responsible teacher 
of the module 

Prof. Duk Gyoo Kim, Ph.D. 

Cycle of offer Irregular 

ECTS credits 5 

Teaching method 
(hours per week) 

Block seminar (2) 

Workload 150 working hours for organizational meeting, block seminar, preparation of 
the seminar paper and presentation 

Course language English 

Prerequisites E601-603 (or equivalent) 

Grading  Term paper (50%) + presentation (40%) + seminar participation (10%) 

Goals and contents of 
the module 

The seminar will cover selected topics on positional concern. A positional 
good is one whose utility depends strongly on how it compares with others 
in the same category. A consumption is positional if it features a certain 
form of direct/indirect competition. Military arms races, R&D competitions, 
investments as a signal of status, and conspicuous consumptions can be 
analyzed in the unified framework. Since one’s decision negatively affects 
the others’ utility, positional concern is always associated with negative 
externality, which yields socially sub-optimal resource allocations. Thus, we 
can utilize theoretical and empirical studies on public finance dealing with 
negative externality and market failure to this context. Our goal is to keep 
up with both theoretical and empirical studies on positional concern. 
Students are required to present one paper in the provided list to discuss 
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the paper's main contributions, reasoning, and potential improvements. 
Students are also required to write a report in the form of a research 
proposal or a survey paper. 

Expected 
competences 
acquired after 
completion of the 
module 

Students will learn to read and understand core ideas of positional 
externalities and be able to apply their knowledge and understanding in new 
and unfamiliar situations connected to their study field in a broad and 
multidisciplinary way. Students will also learn various methodologies used in 
the current research of this area, including theoretical analysis and 
laboratory experiments. While writing a term paper and presenting their 
work, students will improve their economic writing and presentation skills, 
develop a way to express complex economic phenomena using their own 
words, and have chances to critically review the current studies and suggest 
their own ideas for future research. 

Further information - 

Expected number of 
students in class 

15 

Contact information Name: Prof. Duk Gyoo Kim; Phone: (0621) 181-1797; Email: d.kim@uni-
mannheim.de; Office: L7, 3-5, room 2.25; Office hours: by appointment 

 

 

Module number and 
title 

E5098 Topics in Economics of Migration 

Form and usability of 
the module 

Elective course for M.Sc. Economics 

Responsible teacher 
of the module 

Prof. Achim Wambach, Ph.D. 

Cycle of offer Once 

ECTS credits 5 

Teaching method 
(hours per week) 

Block seminar (2) 

Workload 150 hours working hours for organizational meeting, block seminar, 
preparation of the seminar paper and presentation. 

Course language English 

Prerequisites E601-603 (or equivalent)  

Grading  Seminar paper (22,000 characters including spaces, 50%) and presentation 
(20 minutes + 10 minutes discussion, 50%) 

Goals and contents of 
the module 

The seminar covers recent research on the economics migration, focusing on 
empirical studies as well as combinations of theoretical and empirical 
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studies with policy relevance. The focus is on the destination countries of 
migration covering work migration as well as refugee migration. This 
seminar includes research on how migrants integrate and how labor markets 
in host countries are affected by a labor supply shock from the perspective 
of individual workers as well as of firms/ technological change. 

Expected 
competences 
acquired after 
completion of the 
module 

Students have gained knowledge in recent developments in the economics 
of migration. They can apply their expertise and methods to analyze and 
evaluate ongoing debates in both the academic and the policy-oriented 
literature. The students have broadened their analytical and empirical 
abilities as well as their presentation and discussion skills. 

Further information  Additional teacher: Dr. Katrin Sommerfeld 

Expected number of 
students in class 

10 

Contact information Name: Dr. Katrin Sommerfeld; Email: katrin.sommerfeld@zew.de 

 

 
Module number and 
title 

E5101 Evidence Synthesis in Economics and Development 

Form and usability of 
the module 

Elective course for M.Sc. Economics 

Responsible teacher 
of the module 

Dr. Arne Weiss 

Cycle of offer Once 

ECTS credits 5 

Teaching method 
(hours per week) 

Block seminar (2) 

Workload 150 working hours for organizational meeting, block seminar, preparation of 
the seminar paper and presentation. 

Course language English 

Prerequisites E601-603 (or equivalent)  

Grading  Presentation (30%), report (60%), and classroom discussion (10%) 

Goals and contents of 
the module 

Starting in medicine, the „evidence revolution“ (Howard White) is now fully 
on its way. The increasing use of impact evaluation methods leads to an 
unprecedented mass of data on what works - in international development, 
education and justice, to name only a few areas of policy interventions. This 
brings its own challenges: How do we learn across individual studies? How 
do we deal with conflicting evidence? How do we make evidence accessible 
and actionable for policy makers? 
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The course introduces students to methods of evidence synthesis as well as 
tools and actors of evidence „brokering“ – linking evidence to actions. 
Students will conduct, as their own work, a (limited) evidence synthesis, 
including meta-analysis as well as the nitty-gritty of screening and coding 
studies. We will conclude by discussing the limits, the bottlenecks and the 
future of the evidence revolution: machine learning. 
It seems paradoxical that economists play a key role in providing evidence 
on the effectiveness of policy interventions – think of the current Nobel 
laureates – yet, as a discipline, economics is lagging behind other fields in 
systematically synthesizing this evidence. Students passing this course can 
therefore consider themselves avant-garde – among economists at least. 

Expected 
competences 
acquired after 
completion of the 
module 

tba 

Further information Basic reading: Borenstein, M. (Ed.). (2009). Introduction to meta-analysis. 
John Wiley & Sons 

Expected number of 
students in class 

15 

Contact information Name: Dr. Arne Weiss; Email: arne.weiss@uni-mannheim.de 

 

  



 

 37 

Additional Courses for Economists 
Module number and 
title 

E5051 Mannheim Competition Policy Forum 

Form and usability of 
the module 

Compulsory course for Master in Economics with specialization Competition 
and Regulation Economics, elective course for Master in Economics with 
specialization Economics 

Cycle of offer Each semester 

Course language English 

Goals and contents of 
the module 

The last couple of years have seen a remarkable increase in the application 
of economic insights to competition problems. In order to further promote 
and refine this development, practitioners need to understand how 
microeconomics can help to shed light on particular aspects of competition 
problems. At the same time, academics benefit from a better understanding 
of real-world challenges and institutional details. 
The forum aims at providing a platform for the discussion of recent cases, 
general competition policy issues, and relevant academic research in the 
field. Renowned practitioners and academics will be invited to present their 
views on cases and general policy questions, followed by a discussion of the 
economic implications with the audience. 
Starting from the fall semester 2017, the MCPF is an official part of two 
master's programs at the University of Mannheim. Participation is 
compulsory for economics students in the competition and regulation track 
and for law students in the master on competition and regulation law. 

 


